
105Strategic Vision Plan Update

Placemaking, Arts, 
and a Healthy 
Community6



106 Mount Holly, North Carolina

6.0 Placemaking, Arts, and a Healthy Community

Introduction
Mount Holly is emerging as a place where art and creative places are becoming 
distinctive components of the community’s character.  The Community Garden 
and the Farmers Market represent some of the most cherished community assets 
in Mount Holly.  These outstanding examples are amplified with new artist 
studios, the opening of greenways, and additional public art to be considered 
in the future.  The prior recommendations indicate spaces where Mount Holly 
can continue to foster creative places where public art, studios, maker’s spaces, 
culinary arts, gardening, and unique gathering places are curated to entice 
residents and visitors to the community, reinforce community pride, and 
encourage entrepreneurs and businesses to thrive. Many of these concepts need 
not begin as permanent components of the community but rather temporary 
places where new ideas can flourish. 

Moreover, placemaking and the arts co-exist with an overall goal of a healthier 
community.  Creating a healthier community is important in Mount Holly, as 
evidenced by its medical facilities, long-standing goals for mobility and trails, 
and its continuing effort to define its unique position in the greater Charlotte 
region.  The goal then emerges that Mount Holly will cultivate an atmosphere 
where creative places and the arts become a framework to add to an overall 
healthy place to live.  



107Strategic Vision Plan Update

6.1 Placemaking and the Arts

Short Term Recommendations

6.1.1 Create Places for Additional Outdoor Dining

Lead:  City of Mount Holly, Private Sector
Continue to identify opportunities throughout downtown and expanded downtown districts for 
outdoor dining that may include a policy for pop up cafes for temporary conversion of 1-2 on 
street parking spaces as seasonal outdoor dining space.  Often, these places are portable platforms 
to make the space level with the sidewalk, include a barrier system such as planter pots, temporary 
bollards, and movable wall panels to shield diners, and movable or umbrella tables for diners.  
Some opportunities identified in the plan include but should not be limited to:

• Outdoor dining at sidewalk alcove in front of Holland Building along     
East Charlotte Avenue frontage 

• Outdoor dining behind Holland Building 
• Exploring the feasibility of Old Kimbrell’s Furniture building as a     

restaurant site with outdoor deck dining 
• Creating a space for outdoor dining at the Park and Splash Pad that    

 is also close to the Farmers Market 
• Implement outdoor dining in plaza space adjacent to Jack Beagle’s Restaurant 
• Design and implement outdoor dining along expanded sidewalk along frontage of West 

Charlotte Avenue at North Main Street; Remove two parking spaces and extend curb 

Existing (left) and Potential (center and right) for expanding sidewalk and outdoor dining on West Charlotte Avenue
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Downtown and Riverfront Area Plan — Central
Downtown Park and Outdoor Dining
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Existing Parking Lots

6.1.2 Explore Opportunities for Creative 
Pop-Up Spaces and Events 

Lead:  Mount Holly Community Development Foundation
Pop up spaces and events may include small music events, interactive public 
art, food truck gatherings, and movable planters and furniture systems that 
could be used in different spaces. The benefit of these spaces is that they allow 
businesses and activities to happen in the community to “test the market” for 
future entrepreneurs. These pop up spaces could happen in several locations: 

• Downtown Splashpad and Park Site 
• Community Garden Area (in parking lot) 
• Farmers Market 
• Alleyway adjacent to Jack Beagles Restaurant 
• Other underutilized parking lots 

6.1.3 Continue to Partner with Local Artists 
on Art Incubators/Studios/Galleries

Lead:  Mount Holly Community Development Foundation
Artists are locating to Mount Holly creating demand for additional artist 
space and a more vibrant arts scene for the community.   A local community 
member has renovated a building to serve as both studio and gallery space 
for fine artists in downtown Mount Holly.  Art related enterprises tend to 
cluster and Mount Holly is ideally suited for continued success in creating 
incubator spaces for artists.

Precedent Images
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6.1.4 Mount Holly Creative Spaces Initiative

Lead:  Mount Holly Economic Development Committee
Creative spaces such as co-working spaces, incubators, makerspace, 
and hybrid concepts are thriving in the United States. These spaces have 
witnessed dramatic growth in the last five years and are expected to continue 
robust growth as businesses and entrepreneurs rethink the traditional 
work environment. The metro market has existing co-working spaces in 
communities and neighborhoods throughout the region.  The combination of 
high skilled white collar residents, independent operators who desire flexible 
space, young professionals emerging from the region’s higher education 
system, and “trailing spouses” who may want unique spaces to work indicates 
potential for such a product in Mount Holly.

Description: Co-working spaces have moved from what some might consider 
a fad into a full-blown national trend with over 80% growth in spaces over 
the last two years. Mount Holly has the opportunity to capitalize on this 
growth while fostering an environment of creativity in the community. Before 
delving into the specific recommendations, it is important to begin to define 
how each of these spaces work, as semantics can sometimes get in the way of 
truly understanding the purpose of these new models. It is also important to 
know that, although their definitions are provided below, the fluidity within 
which they can function in a space is as creative as the very ideas themselves:

Co-working Spaces provide spaces for individuals or small companies to 
work in a shared environment. Companies can interact with one another 
in informal ways, form collaborations, or simply share in the creative 
atmosphere of the space. Co-working spaces may host events and activities 
but rarely provide formal business coaching.  

Examples include Advent, Packard Place, and Hygge in Charlotte; Mojo in 
Asheville; Flywheel in Davidson; and Deskmag.com (the clearing house for 
all things co-working).

Retail Incubator Spaces are places where retailers co-locate as well. Many 
incubators have the desire to “graduate” businesses from the space.  The idea of a 
retail incubator in downtown Mount Holly could be a way to foster independent 
business development and entrepreneurship.  Typically these type of retail spaces 
happen in two ways.  The first is small format retail stores gathered into a single 
building or grouping of buildings (some communities are even using shipping 
containers for such projects).  The second is the “emporium” model where 
independent retailers operate within a larger format space with a single point of 
sale.  Both options should be considered in Mount Holly. Examples include:

• Anchor Square – Pascagoula, MS
• The Maze – Americus, GA
• Container Park – Las Vegas, NV

• Explore Popshopolis.com for more information on such places.

Makerspaces are physical locations where people gather to share resources and 
knowledge. Unlike the spaces described above, makerspaces focus on projects 
and fabrication. Consequently, makerspaces provide tools and facilities for the 
makers. While experts or university-affiliated advisors may be available, makers 
frequently get help from other users. These spaces began to be associated with 
fields such as engineering, fabrication, computer science, and graphic design. 
Many makerspaces have higher education partnerships that desire to create 
an informal combination of lab, shop, and conference room. Frequently, 3-D 
printers, manual tools, and classroom spaces are associated with makerspace.  
The Woodlawn Mill offers an ideal location for a makers space in the community.
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6.1.5  Create a Public Art Commission

Lead:  City of Mount Holly
Many communities have a Public Art Commission that serves on an ad-hoc basis to 
review public art proposals, unite the local art community, and foster the creation 
of a collection of high quality art in the public realm.   

Using a Public Art Commission allows for the City of Mount Holly to rely on local 
expertise in reviewing, advocating, and developing public art projects in the public 
domain for the City.   Such a commission fosters a structure in which to create, 
develop, and maintain public art as well as further public accessibility to the arts.

Typically members of a Public Art Commission have expertise in historic 
preservation, visual arts, architecture, or affiliation with a local business association 
or public entity.  

6.1.6  Create a Public Art/Mural Ordinance

Lead:  City of Mount Holly
Murals and public art will emerge as an integral part of the cultural expression 
in the City of Mount Holly. Murals will be created by artists of diverse cultural 
traditions and backgrounds. The intent of a public art/mural ordinance is to aid 
artists and others in understanding issues surrounding the creation of a mural 
or public art installation and to inform those interested in mural and public art 
projects of a permit process. 

Typically such ordinances govern all public art pieces which are on public property 
or visible from a public thoroughfare within a municipality.  In the case of Mount 
Holly, the Public Art Commission would be the reviewing body for all proposed 
public art.  Artists or community groups who want to construct murals must also 
obtain permission from the property owner. 

Typically with public art, the conservation and the maintenance of a publicly visible 
piece of art or mural on private property will be the responsibility of the property 
owner, while art within the public realm would be maintained by the City. 

Medium Term Recommendations

6.1.7  Consider a Percent for Arts Program 

Lead:  City of Mount Holly
The term Percent for Art refers to a program through city ordinance, where 
a fee, usually some percentage of the project cost, is placed on large scale 
development projects in order to fund and install public art. The details of 
such programs vary from area to area but are used to fund public art where 
private or specialized funding of public art is unavailable.  Some programs 
allow developers to pay in-lieu fees to a public art fund as an alternative to 
placing art on site.  Currently such programs exist in larger cities in North 
Carolina including Charlotte, Raleigh, Durham, and Chapel Hill.

6.1.8  Develop the Arts on the Greenway Facility 

Lead:  Gaston County Art Guild
The Massey Building adjacent to Mount Holly’s City Hall is ideally suited for 
an arts facility designed for local artists to establish galleries, a local art studio, 
classes for the arts including a kiln for pottery, visual arts, and sculpture.  This 
project would be an expansion of the Arts on Main program in Gastonia and 
could be run by the Gaston County Art Guild.  
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Existing Condition

Proposed Condition, Arts on the Greenway Facility
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6.2 Fostering a Healthy Community

6.2.1  Implement Healthy Living Initiatives in All Projects

Lead:  City of Mount Holly
Whether it is in policies for healthy places for people to walk and play in 
new neighborhoods, integrating educational opportunities along trails 
and greenways, incorporating environmentally sound principals in new 
developments and redevelopment – healthy living should be a cornerstone 
of all the recommendations of this plan.  The community should convene a 
“green ribbon” working group to explore healthy living and environmental 
goals that could be suggested to augment the recommendations of this plan.  

6.2.2  Continue to Expand the Role of the Farmers 
Market and Community Garden in the Community

Lead:  Farmers Market and Community Garden
The Mount Holly Farmers Market has emerged as a major partner with the 
community.  It is actively pursuing grant funding and strategic partnerships 
with other groups for ongoing expansion.  The Farmers Market can be the 
foundation for a growing healthy eating initiative that could expand into pop 
up markets in parks throughout the city, healthy food options using farmers 
market produce in local restaurants, and ongoing partnerships between the 
Farmers Market and the Community Garden to educate the community on 
healthy options.  

Future initiatives may include “edible” plantings in downtown locations to 
demonstrate gardening of vegetables, herbs, and fruits in parks and along 
trails.  An ambitious initiative that would augment the farmers market is the 
development of an adjacent food hall; a permanent home for food-related 
businesses - canning, pickling, pasta-makers, cheesemongers, bakers, etc. - 
that would benefit from proximity to the farmers market while contributing 
their wares.
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